
 
                                                                                                                                       Week 8 Term 1 

 
                      
DATES TO REMEMBER 
Monday 16th March Boys Dance Group Lesson 

Uniform Shop Open 3.00-3.45pm 
Tuesday 17th March Junior Girls Dance Group Lesson 

P&C Meeting 7.00pm 
Wednesday 18th March School Banking 9.00am 
Thursday 19th March Band 8.00am 

Senior Girls Dance Group Lesson  
Friday 20th March Harmony Day 

National day of Action Against Bullying and Violence 
Monday 23rd March  
 
&  PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
COVID-19 Update 
I know many of you, like our staff here, are watching the unfolding of the COVID-19 virus carefully 
on the news and as you are aware the World Health Organisation has declared COVID-19 a 
pandemic. Efforts are now focused on considered actions to slow the spread of COVID-19 in the 
community and protect those who are likely to experience more severe disease such as the elderly 
and those with underlying health conditions. 
I wanted to ensure you that our school, with the Department of Education is working and operating 
in accordance with its pandemic plan to support the safety and wellbeing of our staff and students. 
The situation is evolving quickly and we will continue to respond to the advice from NSW Health and 
the DoE. There is a lot of panic in the community, but keeping a level head and following advice 
given is the best way to ‘flatten the curve’ of transmission. Teachers are taking great care to follow 
this with their classes, as well as ensure the classrooms are cross ventilated. 

1. Wash your hands regularly and thoroughly. 
2. Sneeze into your elbow or a tissue, disposing of the tissue straight away and then washing 

your hands. 
3. Stay home if you are unwell and in schools, send home staff or students who show signs 

of being unwell through the day. 
At this stage, there is no official advice to close schools. We have been told that if this becomes the 
best way to manage the spread of the virus in NSW, then we will be notified. However this is NOT 
currently the case. We have however, adopted the following precautionary measures at our school: 

School assemblies will not take place until further notice. Friday assemblies will not take 
place in the hall and students will no longer line up at recess assemblies for the next while. 
 
School Excursions 
All school excursions will be cancelled or postponed until further notice. This includes our Stage 3 
camp later this term. We are working hard to secure another date for this camp and will keep you 
posted.  

Sport 
Cronulla Zone will also be suspending all trials and competitions scheduled for Term 1, including 
Friday PSSA sport, tennis and Year 1 swimming. 
 

 

 

 



 

Travelling 
After travelling overseas, individuals must self-isolate for a period of 14 days on arrival to Australia, 
including returning Australian citizens and residents. You are also required to self-isolate if you have 
been diagnosed with the COVID-19 or if you have had close contact with a confirmed case of 
COVID-19 infection.  
 
Feel free to speak with your child’s teacher if your child needs to be absent from school and the 
teacher will do what they can to ensure learning is minimally disrupted. It is important to remember 
that some work, particularly for young students, is difficult to send home, as at school many of our 
students are participating in hands-on activities and groups when in the classroom. 

I want to assure you we will continue to work closely with NSW Health and related Australian 
Government agencies to make sure appropriate measures are in place to support you, the students 
and staff working in our school. 

Changes to events 
 

• The Gymea North Public School ANZAC Ceremony will be held on Thursday 9 April (Week 
11). Given the current pandemic advice, this assembly will be for select students 
only. 

 
• Our Easter Parade and Easter raffle are scheduled for that same day. However, these 

plans may change depending on COVID-19 updates. More information will follow in 
coming weeks.  

 
• The farewell assembly for Ms Forman will also be postponed next week. A new date TBA. 

 
• A decision on the Colour Run will be made at our P&C Meeting tomorrow evening. There will 

be more information about it in the coming weeks. 

This week we celebrate Harmony Day. Teachers will be involving students in activities that  
celebrates Australia’s cultural diversity. This day is about inclusiveness, respect and a sense of 
belonging for everyone. There will be no mufti day for Harmony Day as next Wednesday 25th we 
will hold a ‘blue’ mufti day to raise money for melanoma patients. As you may be aware, our 
school lost a staff member to melanoma a few years ago and as a school we have chosen to raise 
money for this cause. More information in this newsletter. 

Congratulations to Chase A who was chosen in the zone soccer team. He will trial for the regional 
team once cancellations due to the COVID-19 are over. Well done Chase! 
 
P&C Meeting 
Don’t forget that there is a P&C Meeting tomorrow evening (which will still go ahead), Tuesday 17 
March from 7.00pm in the staffroom. Come along and learn how you can support our school. Our 
P&C is very active and plays an extremely important part in providing resources for the school and 
making it a better place for your children. All are most welcome and we hope to see YOU there! 
 
Friday, 20 March, is ‘National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence’. Here at Gymea 
North we aim to create and maintain a safe and supportive learning environment where bullying is 
not tolerated. Teachers will be running activities in their classrooms and students will be encouraged 
to not only think about ways to stop bullying but to think of something nice they can do for someone 
else on the day and beyond.  
 
Bangers and Bingo Thank you! 
Thank you to everyone who attended our father and child event last Thursday evening. What a turn 
out! With over 200 attendees it made all of our hearts sing to see so many Dads, Grandads and 
Caregivers spend time with their kids and each other over a game of bingo and sausage sandwich! 
Particular thanks goes to the committee of fathers and Mr Mawson who oversaw the organisation. 
Special mention to Mr Brown, Mr Hill, Mr Street and Mr T-W who all gave up their time to help out 
on the night. I know I thoroughly enjoyed myself too. I look forward to the next one. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
NAPLAN  
Online practice tests will take place in Weeks 9 and 10 for Years 3 and 5 students. 
These practice tests are carried out to determine the school’s network capabilities and to pre-empt 
any technology issues before the actual tests take place in Term 2. 
The 2020 NAPLAN Online test window is from Tuesday 12 – Friday 22 May. 
 
NAPLAN tests are constructed to give students an opportunity to demonstrate skills they have 
learned over time through the school curriculum and NAPLAN test days should be treated as just 
another routine event on the school calendar. The best way you can help your child prepare for 
NAPLAN is to reassure them that NAPLAN tests are just one part of their school program, and to 
urge them to simply do the best they can on the day. 
 
Application for Year 5 placement in an opportunity class in 2021 opens on Tuesday 28 April 
and closes at 5pm on Friday 15 May 2020. Parents and carers can apply from the web page below 
during that time. Late applications are not accepted. The Opportunity Class Placement Test will be 
held on Wednesday 29 July 2020. 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-5 

The ‘Tell Them From Me’ Student Feedback Survey 
This term, our school, like many others in the state, will participate in the Department of Education 
initiative: the ‘Tell Them From Me’ student feedback survey. The survey is a great opportunity for 
our students to provide our school with valuable and quick feedback on what they think about school 
life, how engaged they are with school and the different ways that teachers interact with them. 
Schools in Australia and around the world have used the ‘Tell Them From Me’ survey to help improve 
how they do things at school. More information about the survey is available at: 
http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents 

I want to assure you that the survey is confidential and school staff will not be able to identify 
individual students from their responses. The survey is conducted online and will typically take less 
than 30 minutes to complete. It will be administered during school hours during weeks 9, 10 and 11. 
Participating in the survey is entirely voluntary. 

A consent form has been sent home with students. If you do not want your child or children to 
participate, please return the form to school by Friday 20 March. Copies of the form and FAQs are 
available from the website above.  

2021 High School ‘Expression of Interest’ Forms for government schools must be returned on 
or before Friday 20 March 2020.  

Mrs Kirsty Sharman 
Relieving Principal 
 
& CANTEEN ROSTER 
Wednesday – Supervisor, Melissa Turner 
Thursday – Supervisor, Jodie Khan (9.30-12), Narelle Stewart (12.45-2.30) 
Monday – Supervisor, Rhiannon Blacklock (9.30-12), Letitia Tait (12.45-2.30) 

 
& HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
Congratulations to the following children who celebrate their birthday soon.  We 
hope you have a great day. Leo, Ashley, Jacob and Thomas. 

 
& CERTIFICATES OF MERIT 
Congratulations to Sam (3/4B), Oliver (3/4T), Emily (4/5M), Elijah (4/5M), Thomas (4/5M), George 
(5/6B) and Jack (5/6B) who displayed consistent achievement.  
 
&  PRINCIPAL’S AWARD 
Congratulations to Michael (5/6C) on receiving the Principal’s Award. There will be a special morning 
tea held in Week 10. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
&  GYMEA NORTH AWARD 
3/4H Taylah, Fletcher, Lila, Austin 
3/4T Noah, Jesse 
4/5M Lachlan, Kasey, Jayden, Lucas  
5/6B Dylan, Rose, Zayne, Cooper 
5/6C Cruz, Mackeely, Ayden, Christian 
5/6H Kobi, Martin, Chase, Nathan  
 
&  OFFICE NEWS 
During the course of the year, you may receive a Statement of Account. These statements are 
issued to let you know the amount currently owed for various expenses for your child/ren. They are 
not to suggest that payments are overdue but is simply for your information. 
 
When making payments by cash or cheque, it is preferable that you tally up amounts for all children 
and activities and place them all in one envelope. If paying by cheque, please issue one cheque to 
cover the entire amount. 
 
All signed permission slips are forwarded to class teachers so we would appreciate you completing 
one slip per student. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL ZONE, SYDNEY EAST AND NSW PSSA 

SPORT ACTIVITIES HAVE CEASED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
 

 

Kid’s Council News 
 

Blue Day Fundraiser 
 

On Wednesday, 25th March everybody at Gymea North Public 
School is invited to wear blue mufti and donate a gold coin/s to 

raise money for the Melanoma Foundation in memory of our 
favourite teacher Mrs Robertson. All funds raised will go towards a 

national melanoma research project designed to save lives. 
The canteen will be selling blue ice blocks for $2.50 for everyone to 

enjoy. 
Please donate generously to this wonderful foundation. 

 
Thank You! 



 
FUNDRAISING	NEWS	

School	Colour	Explosion	Run	-	Thursday	April	2nd		

	

	

	

	

Only	 two	weeks	 (from	Thursday)	 to	go	until	 the	students	have	 the	 time	of	 their	 lives	with	 the	School	
Colour	Explosion™	Run.	How	are	they	tracking	towards	their	fundraising	goal?		

Hopefully	 students	 have	 been	 raising	 funds	 using	 their	 Sponsorship	 Form	 together	 with	 online	
fundraising	through	the	www.myprofilepage.com.au.	Don’t	forget,	the	more	sponsorship	donations	you	
receive	the	better	prize	you	can	choose.		

We	are	looking	for	volunteers	to	assist	on	the	day.	If	you	have	a	few	hours	available,	your	support	would	
be	greatly	appreciated.	Simply	contact	Megan	0415	362	319	or	Vanessa	0488	376	487.	

HOW	TO	ORDER	YOUR	PRIZE?	EASY!	

You	have	two	options	to	order	your	prizes	–	either	by	completing	and	returning	the	back	page	of	 the	
Sponsorship	Form	to	the	office	or	login	to	create	a	Profile	Page	at	www.myprofilepage.com.au.	You	have	
7	days	from	Wednesday	1st	April	to	order	your	prize.		

Coming	up	in	April	

• Easter	Raffle	and	Hot	Cross	Bun	Drive	

 

UNIFORM SHOP 
 

We would like to thank the parents and carers for their continued support of the uniform shop. All proceeds 
from sales go directly back to supporting our school. 
 
The uniform shop is open from 3.00pm-3.45pm on Mondays in the school hall. Orders can also be placed via 
the school office. These orders will be filled and left for collection at the office. 
 

PAYMENTS 
• Cash 
• Cheques made payable to Gymea North Public School P&C Uniform Shop 
• EFT – Please allow 2 working days for processing (Unable to be collected until funds clear) 

Account name – Gymea North Public School P&C Uniform Shop 
BSB – 062177 
Account – 10229907 
Please use students name as the reference. 

 
Once you have made your direct deposit please forward your completed order form, including receipt number, 
to the uniform shop via email gnps.uniformshop@hotmail.com or directly to the school office. 
 

If an exchange is required, please do so within 2 weeks of purchase. These items must be in original 
packaging and retain all tags and stickers. 
 

Cricket hats ($15) and Surf Hats ($15) can be purchased from the canteen on Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday. 
 

Please note, our uniform shop prices are cheaper than the local suppliers and all profits generated go directly 
back to our school, which in turn benefits our children. 
 
Ruth Sannes and Emily Chapman 
Uniform Shop Coordinators 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


